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Jackson Metropolitan Planning Organization

Annual Outreach Report

Public Participation is an integrate part of the transportation planning process. The Jackson MPO’s public
outreach policies are laid out in the MPQO’s Public Participation Plan. This Annual Outreach Report provides an
overview of the participation activities the MPO implemented over the past year. This report covers the 2019
Federal Fiscal Year (FY) of October 1, 2018 thru September 30, 2019.
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LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

In FY 2019, the Jackson MPO began developing the region’s next long- 4 Qﬂek”?fed y
ickoff meeting

range transportation plan. The region’s current long-range transportation
plan, Jackson Urbanized Area 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP) was adopted by the Jackson MPO on November 19, 2015, and is
now being update with a horizon year of 2045.

In January launched 2045 MULTIPLAN website, Facebook, Twitter in
conjunction with MDOT and other MPOs in MS.

Several interactive activities were developed for the kickoff meeting which
allowed residents to share their priorities and shape the development of
the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. In addition, online surveys
were available for anyone unable to participate during the community
meeting, and quarterly newsbytes were emailed out to help keep
residents informed and involved in the planning process.
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Help Mississippi Plan For Its Future!
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FISCAL YEAR 2019 PUBLIC ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE
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This document was prepared and published by the Jackson Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is prepared in cooperation
with and financial assistance from the following public agencies: the Mississippi Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway
Administration and the Federal Transit Administration under the Metropolitan Planning Program. The contents of this report do not neces-
sarily reflect the official views or policy of the funding agencies.
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Jacksan MPD Adopts Performance Targets
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The Jackson MPD Announces Funding for
31 Metro-Area Transportation Projects

In February, the Jackson Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) approved $32.7 million in Federal
Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) funding
for metro-area transportation projects aimed at reducing
congestion and improving the safety and efficiency of the
regional transportation system. The STBG program is a
federal-aid transportation program that provides funding
through the MPO 1o local municipalities and counties for
transportation improvements in the urbanized area. Funding
for these projects is available through the MPO as part
of the 2015 transportation bill, Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act.

This year, the MPO focused on providing funding to
projects that can be completed in a relatively short timeframe,
and that address safety, pavement condition, and congestion
concerns. In total, the CMPDD received 51 applications
requesting more than S67 million in funding. However, the
MPO only has enough funds availzble to fund the top 31 rated
projects. Combined, cities and counties receiving the $32.7
million in transportation funding have committed to provide
over $11.2 million in local matching funds.

Projects selected for funding such as resurfacing Terry
Road and installing upgraded traffic signals along Highway
80 should be completed in a relatively short timeframe (1 to 2

‘years) while other projects such as constructing Gunter Road
Extension and replacing the Mill Street Bridge will take a
lengthier timeframe to complete.

Local jurisdictions submitted applications to CMPDD back
in October 2018, The applications were then graded and
evaluated based on the proposed project type (bridge repair,
safety, congestion mitigation, pavement management, or
small municipality). The scoring criteria for each project type
varies slightly, but in general projects were rated based on:

« Whether or not the project provided more than the

‘minimum required local matching funds.

« What percentage of the total funds available did the
project request? Projects requesting the least amount of
federal funding received priority.

« Whether or not the project i ready to o to construction.
Projects ready to proceed 1o construction were given
priority over projects that may still have design work
and/or utility and right-of-way factors to address.

« Inaddition, projects were evaluated on elements spe
to each project category such as pavement condiion,
daily traffic volume, bridge ratings, or travel time delays.

Projects rating the highest in each category were selected

(see MPO Funding on p.2)
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its quarterly meeting today, and was pleased to have

Harry Lee James, State Aid Engineer for the MS Office of State Aid Road

Consiruction as the guest speaker.






