
PUBLIC OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVES

5 Newspaper ads

13 Committee Meetings
296 in Attendance

6 Community Speaking Events

6 Stakeholder Review Opportunities
120 Stakeholder Review Days 

15 CMPDD Facebook Posts

4 Central Update Newsletters
1,063 Subscribers

1 YouTube Video Published

www.cmpdd.org
90,052 Page Views
22,342 Visitors

ANNUAL PUBLIC OUTREACH SUMMARY

Jackson MPO
Jackson Metropolitan Planning Organization

Reporting: October 1, 2020
thru September 30, 2021

Public Participation is an integral part of the transportation planning process.  The Jackson MPO’s public outreach 
policies are laid out in the MPO’s Public Participation Plan.  This Annual Outreach Report provides an overview 
of the participation activities the MPO implemented over the past fiscal year (October 1, 2020 thru September 
30, 2021). The past year forced MPO staff to reevaluate how it can connect with the Jackson MPO community 
while abiding social distancing requirements in order to gain meaningful participation in the development and 
maintenance of the MPO plans and programs.  Instead of the MPO’s traditional in-person strategy for presenting 
proposed projects, the MPO shifted its focus to virtual meetings and social media platforms during Fiscal Year 
2021.  As a result, in many cases the MPO’s new strategy resulted in more meaningful feedback than in years past.    

ARCGIS STORYMAPS
To address the need for public involvement while not being able to interact with the public face-to-face 
the MPO utilized ArcGIS StoryMaps to tell the story of different projects developed by the Jackson MPO 
during Fiscal Year 2021.  

2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
Executive Summary

Bikeways Traffic Counter Application Jackson MPO Transportation 
Improvement Program 2021–2024 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a18e4d01f0d149b7b119d2ca240c4cf8
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=48b3954b7b1d4334bea4e1431af77195
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=24f10537ac27420e8b208f48a93b17f1
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=cf4565dfc45842a1a5a68832f8f8cd74&folderid=191e1e8b874742bbb6e14d2e19193163
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a18e4d01f0d149b7b119d2ca240c4cf8
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=48b3954b7b1d4334bea4e1431af77195
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=24f10537ac27420e8b208f48a93b17f1
https://gis2.cmpdd.org/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=cf4565dfc45842a1a5a68832f8f8cd74&folderid=191e1e8b874742bbb6e14d2e19193163


METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
The Jackson MPO’s 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan was adopted on November 12, 2020.  This 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan update creates a comprehensive blueprint of the region’s transportation system 
needs over the next 25-years for Hinds, Madison, and Rankin Counties.  The plan analyzes existing transportation 
infrastructure and seeks to forecast changes in the region to identify transportation improvements needed to keep 
people and goods moving smoothly.  The plan addresses all aspects of the transportation system including road 
conditions, traffic congestion, safety, freight movement, non-motorized transportation, and public transit.  The plan 
also identifies a financially feasible list of proposed improvements to be implemented over the next 25-years as well 
as a vision list of unfunded improvements.  

The plan consists of two main components the Executive 
Summary and seven Technical Reports.  The Executive 
Summary is also available in an interactive story map 
format.  Since the adoption of the 2045 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan, the plan is now moving into its 
implementation phase with the Jackson MPO issuing a Call 
for Projects in August 2021.  Development of the 2045 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan involved a multiyear 
planning process that included a mixture of traditional 
outreach activities at the start of the project and a shift to 
virtual activities toward the end of the plan’s development.  

During the final phase of the plan’s development, the 
public and stakeholders reviewed the draft plan and 
provided input to refine and finalize the plan.    In addition 
to using a virtual platform for the public meeting, there 
were increased engagement opportunity notifications to 
the public utilizing a number of different social media 
platforms.  To reach underserved communities, the MPO 
placed fliers within identified environmental justice 
neighborhoods.  The plan was made available not only 
on CMPDD’s main website, but also on the statewide MULTIPLAN website.  

45-day Review Opportunity 
September 19 – November 2, 2020

October 22, 2020, 6pm Virtual Public Meeting 
34 in attendance

BBee  aa  PPaarrtt  ooff  MMiissssiissssiippppii’’ss  LLoonngg--RRaannggee  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  
PPllaannnniinngg  aanndd  MMaakkee  aa  DDiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  yyoouurr  SSttaattee!!  

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) and three of the state’s 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) invite public review and comments on the 
draft MULTIPLAN 2045 (Mississippi’s Unified Long-Range Transportation Infrastructure 
Plan for the year 2045). 

MULTIPLAN 2045 is a coordinated effort to develop MDOT’s statewide long-range 
transportation plan and the plans for the Central Mississippi Planning and Development 
District (CMPDD) MPO, the Hattiesburg-Petal-Forrest-Lamar (HPFL) MPO, and the Gulf 
Regional Planning Commission (GRPC) MPO. It includes four separate plans that are 
developed simultaneously for consistency. MULTIPLAN 2045 addresses our 
transportation needs over a 25-year horizon and is updated every five years. The public 
is encouraged to review the draft plans and make official comments. All 
input received during the comment period will be considered prior to plan adoption. 

Each draft plan is located at www.mstransportationplan2045.com and will be available there for official review 
and comment during the time frames indicated below:

CMPDD draft plan: Sept. 19 - Nov. 2, 2020   Statewide, HPFL, and GRPC draft plans: Oct. 16 – Nov. 30, 2020

JOIN THE CONVERSATION: VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETINGS 
If you prefer, you may join us for upcoming virtual public meetings to hear presentations and make live 
comments about the draft MULTPLAN 2045. Register online at www.mstransportationplan2045.com.

STATE RAIL PLAN UPDATE: MDOT is now updating its Mississippi State Rail Plan. At each of the MULTIPLAN virtual 
meetings listed above, state rail plan information will be presented, and MDOT representatives will be available to 
take comments. The proposed Rail Plan is expected to be available on www.gomdot.com (MDOT’s website) in 
late 2020.

Anyone who may require auxiliary aids or special accommodations to participate should advise MDOT at least 10 
business days in advance by calling 601.359.7685 or emailing  planning@mdot.ms.gov.

mstransportationplan2045.com

Date/Time Hosts Topics

Thursday, Oct. 22, 
6pm

Tuesday, Oct. 27
6pm

Thursday, Oct. 29
6pm

MDOT and Central 
Mississippi Planning and 
Development District MPO

MDOT and 
Hattiesburg-Petal-Forrest-
Lamar MPO

MDOT and Gulf Regional 
Planning Commission MPO

Statewide Long-Range Plan and the 
Jackson area Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan

Statewide Long-Range Plan and the 
HPFL Metropolitan Transportation Plan

Statewide Long-Range Plan and the 
Gulf Coast Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan

Let Us Hear from YOU to Keep 
People and Goods Moving!

Metric Source Interactions

MULTIPLAN Website
Sessions: 2,490
Visitors: 1,872

Pageviews: 4,335

MULTIPLAN Facebook

Posts: 140
Impressions/frequency: 

233,084
Reach: 173,843

Engagement: 6,640
Viral spread: 94,000

MULTIPLAN Video 
Snippets (Forty-three 

videos)
Views: 22,100

MULTIPLAN Twitter Impressions: 4,814
MULTIPLAN Instagram Impressions: 2,280
MULTIPLAN LinkedIn Impressions: 417

A COMPANY THAT WAS said to be
withdrawing from the Belhaven Creek
Improvement Project because it was being
dissolved is not going out of business.

Rather, the company is withdrawing from
the project because the city of Jackson wait-
ed too long to bid it out.

On September 15, the city council award-
ed Copeland and Johns and $2.6 million
contract to make drainage improvements
along the creek.

However, on September 17, the firm sent
a formal notice to the city that it was with-
drawing “it’s bid and proposal in its entirety
and will not accept any pending award” of
the project.

Sam Kelly, an attorney representing the
firm, said the city waited too long to award
the bid, which was initially advertised on
June 2, 2020.

The firm was under the impression that if
it was awarded the contract, it could begin
work in late summer. However, because the
contract wasn’t awarded until September 14,
contractors wouldn’t be able to begin work
until later this year, when the weather turns
wetter and colder.

According to city documents, contractors
could withdraw their proposals if the bids
were not awarded within 90 days.

“That period expired on August 31,
2020,” according to a letter from Kelly.
“Copeland and Johns withdrew from the
project due to the city’s delayed attempt to
award the project, which would have
required Copeland and Johns to perform the
required work during the winter months,

under much different, less-favorable condi-
tions.”  

Belhaven Creek has been the source of
flash flooding for years. Following heavy
rains, it’s not uncommon to see waters inun-
date streets, cars, yards and some homes in
the neighborhoods south of Riverside Drive.

Part of the problem is the creek’s capacity,
being unable to handle runoff from the

Belhaven Creek drainage basin.
The first phase is designed to increase

capacity by widening portions of the creek,
reinforcing creek walls and installing a new
box culvert to help water flow better down-
stream.

Work calls for widening the creek from
St. Mary Street to Laurel Street, lining the
creek walls with concrete from St. Mary to
Piedmont Street, and adding rip rap from
Piedmont to Laurel Street.

Widening the creek will increase the
capacity, while lining the banks with con-
crete and rip rap will prevent erosion,
Williams explained previously.

ADDITIONALLY, THE project calls
for adding a new box culvert under St.
Mary, which would help move water down-
stream during peak flow times.

Box culverts are designed to be placed
under a bridge or a road to allow water to
drain under those structures unimpeded. The
current box culvert is too small to handle
current runoff levels from heavy storms.

Crews will have 150 days to complete the

work, according to a copy of the bid docu-
ments. 

Specifications were drawn up by North
Jackson-based Southern Consultants. The
firm was brought on in 2016, for approxi-
mately $225,000. Designs were funded by
the city’s one-percent infrastructure sales
tax.

The creek serves the Belhaven drainage
basin, which runs from Glenway Drive and
Lakeland Drive in the north to Pinehurst
Street in the south. East to west, the basin
stretches from Museum Boulevard to
Veterans Memorial Stadium and Millsaps
College.

Flooding in the area has gotten worse in
recent years, thanks in part to the increased
frequency of heavy storms, as well as
increased development upstream.

According to the National Weather
Service, more than 99 percent of the basin is
developed, with 41.58 percent of it being
covered with impervious materials, such as
concrete

Those materials do not soak up rainwater
like natural ground, increasing runoff that
goes into the creek.

25% OFF
Mitchell Gold  + Bob Williams

stock and  special order  upholstery

GOING ON NOW!!!

The Township | Ridgeland, MS
The Square | Oxford, MS

The Central MS Planning and Development District is striving to 
ensure the public continues to have opportunities to participate 
in the transportation decision-making process during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  CMPDD has made special arrangements 
for the public to join CMPDD staff members during a virtual 
public meeting that will take place Thursday, October 22, 2020 
at 6 pm.  

During the meeting, you will have the opportunity to hear 
presentations and make comments on the proposed Jackson 
Urbanized Area’s 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.     

The 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan is a planning 
document that reflects a comprehensive blueprint of the 
region’s transportation system needs over the next 25 years for 
Hinds, Madison, and Rankin Counties.  It forecasts changes in 
the region and seeks to identify transportation improvements 
needed to keep people and goods moving smoothly, while 
identifying a financially feasible list of proposed improvements.  
The plan is multi-modal addressing needs in roadway, public 
transportation, bicycle and pedestrian, rail and freight.  The 
proposed plan is available for review and comment by visiting 
the project’s website page 

www.cmpdd.org/transportation/2045-metropolitan-transportation-plan/ 

Individuals who would like to participate in the virtual public 
meeting can access the meeting from the project’s website 
using a desktop computer, tablet, or smart phone on October 
22, 2020. To access the virtual meeting, click on the Virtual 
Public Meeting Button on the project’s website page. 

Anyone who may require special accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act to participate should advise 
CMPDD at least 7 days in advance by calling 601-981-1511 or 
emailing mpo@cmpdd.org.  

Join us October 22nd 6 P.M.
Visit cmpdd.org/transportation/2045-metropolitan-transportation-plan/
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Company withdraws because of bid delay

St. Ann Street flooding from creek



This document was prepared and published by the Jackson Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is prepared in cooperation with and financial 
assistance from the following public agencies:  the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) under the Metropolitan Planning Program.  The contents of this report do not necessarily reflect the official views 
or policy of the funding agencies.  The Central Mississippi Planning and Development District (CMPDD) does not exclude, deny, or discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, immigration status, gender, sexual orientation, age, religion, creed, disability, or any other characteristic 
protected under applicable federal or state law in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or activities.  CMPDD provides for equal 
employment opportunity to all its employees and applicants for employment.  For all inquiries regarding the application of this accessibility statement and 
related policies please contact CMPDD’s Human Resource Director:  CMPDD 1020 Centre Pointe Blvd. Pearl, MS 39208 (601)981-1511.
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|  2 Community meeting presentations 
|  Virtual Stakeholders Committee 
|  Ending 45-day comment period 2045 MTP 

|  Quarterly CMPDD Newsletter 

|  Technical Committee 
|  Public meeting TIP Amendments

|  2 Community meeting presentations

|  Technical Committee 
|  Public meeting TIP Amendments

|  Virtual Technical Committee
|  Virtual Public meeting TIP Amendments 

|  Public comment period TIP Amendments

|  Technical Committee
|  Public meeting TIP Amendments 

Quarterly CMPDD Newsletter  |
1 Virtual Public meeting  | 

Public comment period TIP Amendments  |
Ending 45-day comment period Participation Plan Revisions  | 

Quarterly CMPDD Newsletter  |
Public comment period TIP Amendments  |

Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommittee  |
Policy Committee  |

1 Community meeting presentation  |

Transit Committee  |
Policy Committee  |

Final Multiplan Newsbyte  | 
Public comment period TIP Amendments  |

Virtual Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommittee  | 
Virtual Policy Committee  |

Quarterly CMPDD Newsletter  |

Transit Committee  |
Policy Committee  |

1 Community meeting presentation  |

FISCAL YEAR 2021 PARTICIPATION OVERVIEW


